CLAIMS AMENDMENTS 


1. (Ciirrentlv Amended) A S surgical band (l)-designed to be implanted in the body of a patient 
around a biological organ or organs, consisting of a pouch or a tube for altering the flow area of 
said organ when it is clamped by the band, said band (1) oonoisting o f comprising: 

a flexible strip (2)-designed to be substantially closed at its two end s (3. 1) in order to 

form a closed loop^; said strip {2)-comprising an annular compression chamber {7)-designed to 
contain a filling fluid?! said chamber f7)-being define d, on th e one hand, by an internal wall ( 8 A) 
designed to be in contact with the organ being clamped an d, on th e oth e r hand, a dorsal walU 

ohoraot e riz e d in tba t wherein said dorsal wall consists of a bead having an inner face (43) 

situated opposite the chamber-(7), said inner face (12) b e ing provid e d wiflih as at least one 
longitudinal slot (l^for influencing the deformation of the internal wall-(8^ with a view to 
limiting the presence of surface irregularities in the area of the internal wall-(8A), when the strip 
(3) forms a closed loop. 

2. (Currently Amended) The B band (1) of eClaim 1, oharaot e riz e d in tha t wherein the intemal 
wall (8^ oonBiBtB o f comprises a membrane. 

3. (Currentlv Amended) The B band (1) as oloim e d in of e Claim 1 or 2 , oharaot e riz e d in that 
wherein the chamber (?) is a chamber having a volume that can be adjusted by injecting or 
withdrawing said filling fluid. 

4. (Ctirrentlv Amended) The B band oa claim e d in on e of ^Claims 1 to 3 , oharoot e riz ed-ia 
fet rtwherein the bead has a homogeneous property and in that t he longitudinal slot (1^ is 
arranged entirely within the bead. 

5. (Currentlv Amended) The B band (1) as claim e d in one of eClaims l-te-4, ohamot e riz e d in 

^a twherein the intemal wall (8i^ is mad e o f comprises a first elastomer material, wbile -and t he 
dorsal wall (8B) is mad e o f comprises a second elastomer material. 


1063912 


5 


6. (Currently Amended) The B band ^ of ©Claim 5, oharaotorizod in tha t wherein said first and 
second materials are identical. 

7. (Currently Amended) The B band fi) of eClaim 6, oharoot e riz e d in tha t wherein said first and 
second materials haye substantially identical hardness leyels. 

8. (Currently Amended) The B band (1) as claim e d in on e of eClaims l-te-7, oharoot e riz e d in 
#» twherein the internal wall is made integral with the dorsal wall-(8B). 

9. (Currently Amended) The B band (1) as claim e d in on e-of eClaims l-te-8, charact e riz e d in 
^Mu twherein the inner face (iS) of the bead is provid e d withh as a single longitudinal slot 
positioned substantially at the center of said face. 

10. (Currently Amended) The B band (1) as claim e d in on e of eClaims 1 to 9 , charact e riz e d in 
feg twherein the longitudinal slot has a substantially rectangular-shaped cross section. 

11. (Currentl y Amended) The B band (1) as claim e d in on e of eClaims 1 to 10 , ohamot e riz e d in 
tiiatwherein the strip (3) is in the form of a solid tube haying a substantially elliptical cross 
section, said tube being hollowed out so as to form both the chamber (7) and the longitudinal slot 

said chamber (?) and slot communicating in order to form a single cavity (7, 13) 
whose cross-sectional shape substantially resembles that of a mushroom whose stem is formed 
by the slot while the cap is formed by the chamber 

12. (Currentl y Amended) The B band ^ of eClaim 11, charact e riz e d in that w herein t he cross 
section of the chamber (7) has an overall quarter-like appearance. 

13. (Currently Amended) The B band ^ of eClaim 11, charact e riz e d in that w herein t he cross 
section of the chamber f7) has an overall crescent-like appearance. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The B band (1) as claim e d in ono of ©Claims 1 to 13 , ohoraotorizod in 
fea twherein it -ihe band constitutes a gastroplasty band designed to be implanted around the 
stomach or the oesophagus. 

15. (Currently Amended) A M method of manufacturing a surgical band (i) designed to be 
implanted in the body of a patient around a biological organ or organs, consisting o ft he band 
comprising a pouch or a tube for altering the flow area of said organ when it -the organ i s 
clamped by the band ^ in which is made an aimular compression chambeF(?), designed to 
contain a filling fluidj? 

- said chamber being define d, on th e on e hand, by an internal wall designed to 

be in contact witii the organ being clamped an d, on th e oth e r hand, a dorsal wall-(8B), 
- said method oharaot e riz e d in that it includ e s comprising 

(a) g st e p for making the bead intended to form the dorsal wall(8B)i said bead 
haying an inner face {iO^ situated opposite the chamber-(?), and 

(V) a s w e ll as a st e p for creating said interior surface (43), with at least one 
longitudinal slot-{44) for influencing the deformation of the internal wall (8A^ with a yiew to 
limiting the presence of surface irregularities in the area of the internal wall (8^, when the strip 
(3) forms a closed loop. 

16. (Currently Amended) The M method of eClaim 15, oharaot e riz e d in tha t wherein the internal 
wall-(8A) oonsisto o f comprises a membrane. 

17. (Currently Amended) The ^ faiethod as olaim e d in of ©Claim 15 or 16 , oharaot e riz e d in that 
wherein t he chamber (?) is a chamber haying a volume that can be adjusted by injecting or 
withdrawing filling fluid. 

18. (Currently Amended) The M method as olaim e d in on e of ©Claims 15 to 17 , oharaot e riz e d in 
feait -wherein t he chamber f7), the internal (8A) and dorsal walls, as well as said at least one 
slot are produced by a single operation of injecting a single elastomer material into a mold. 
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19. (Cuirentlv Amended) The ft foaethod as claim e d 4B-CT»-of ©Claims 15 to 1 8, oharaoteriz ed4a 
fe tfwherein i ttfae melfaod is used to oonsists of a m e thod of manufaoturi ngm anufacture a 
gastroplasty band ^ designed to be implanted around the stomach or the oesophagus. 

20. (New) The band of Claim 2, wherein the chamber is a chamber having a volume that can be 
adjusted by injecting or withdrawing said filling fluid. 

21 . (New) The method of Claim 16, wherein the chamber is a chamber having a volume that can 
be adjusted by injecting or withdrawing filling fluid. 
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